
 YEAR 2—AUTUMN 2—Animals – off spring and growing, basic needs and survival (water, food, air). 
  

 

*Additional working scientifically – understanding living/non-living 

things. Make models of different objects/living things and explain how 

they know. 

*Additional investigation – does the tallest person have 

the biggest hand span? 
Science Adventure 

Medium Term Planning 
 

Science 1 – 2 hours 

 

ACTIVE LEARNING 

SCIENTIFIC LEARNING (observing 

closely) 

Notice that animals have off-spring 

which grow into adults. Matching 

animals and babies activity.  

Video and discussion about adults 

and babies e.g. kitten     cat. Cut and 

stick matching activity. Children to 

annotate with stem sentence. 

*wash hands before and after 

*individual sheets 

*children sitting side by side 

Science 2 – 2 hours 

 

INVESTIGATION 

SCIENTIFIC LEARNING (comparing 

and contrasting) 

 

Give children a picture of animals 

where babies are different to adults 

and pictures of babies that are the 

same as adults. Children to discuss 

similarities and differences and record 

in a chart. Repeat for humans. 

*wash hands before and after 

*individual sheets 

*children sitting side by side 

Science 3 – 2 hours 

 

OUTDOOR LEARNING 

SCIENTIFIC LEARNING (observing 

closely) 

Understand how some animals 

change as they grow. Read ‘Monkey 

Puzzle’ by Julia Donaldson. Discuss 

how some animals look like their 

parents and how some change as 

they grow. Look at life cycles and 

make own using natural resources. 

*wash hands before and after 

*children working in small groups (6) 

*children working outside  

Science 4 – 2 hours 

INVESTIGATION 

ACTIVE LEARNING 

OUTDOOR LEARNING 

SCIENTIFIC LEARNING (predicting 

and measuring) 

Explore the sizes of baby and adult 

animals. Match the measurements to 

the animals. Children to work in 

groups to measure out the sizes of 

different animals and make 

predictions about which animal the 

measurement is for. Children to write 

about their findings. 

*children working outside in small groups (6) 

Science 5 – 1 hour 

ACTIVE LEARNING 

Know what animals and humans need 

to survive. Sort pictures and then 

children draw their own onto Venn 

diagram or wants/needs.  

*wash hands before and after 

*individual sheets 

*children sitting side by side 

 

 

Science 6 – 2 hours 

CHILD LED INVESTIGATION 

Children to choose from a selection of 

animals and then use books/laptop to 

research how their animal gets what 

they need (air, water, food, shelter). 

Compile into a class fact file.  

*wash hands before and after 

*equipment quarantined before and after use 

Science 7 – 2 hours 

INVESTIGATION 

Ask the children to explore and investigate the answers to one of the following 

questions: ‘Is a blue whale life cycle more like the life cycle of a dog or a 

salmon?’ ‘Is a butterfly life cycle more like the life cycle of an eel or a bat?’ ‘Is 

a ladybird life cycle more like the life cycle of a dragonfly or a butterfly?’ 

Children to research, compare and give reasons for their answers. 

*wash hands before and after 

*children working in small groups 

Things to include each half term: 
1 x active learning 
1 x outdoor science lesson 
3 x experiments/investigations 
1 x child-led investigation 
3 x examples of working scientifically 

Science display: 
- Animals and their babies pictures  - Similarities and differences charts 
- Photographs of life cycles 
- Venn diagrams and fact files 
- Key facts/questions 
- Photos of outdoor learning 


