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OUR PROMISE 
 
We promise to make a positive difference to every child’s life. We will help them understand the world 
around them and give them the skills they need to live as confident, successful and caring individuals. 
 
Our Aims 
 

• Everyone will learn 

• Everyone will be included 

• There will be a culture of creativity and inspiration 
 

Our Motto 
 
If you believe you can do it, you can and you will! 
 
INTRODUCTION 

 
This document outlines the philosophy, aims and principles of early years learning and teaching in 
Clapgate Primary School The document underpins practice in all areas of provision 
 
“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to fulfil their potential. A child’s 
experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and 
happy childhood is important in its own right, and it provides the foundation for children to make the 
most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.” 
  
“Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage”, 
Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2017  
 
Early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. At Clapgate Primary 
School we greatly value the important role that the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) plays in 
laying secure foundations for future learning and development, however we also believe early 
childhood is valid in itself, as part of life. It is important to view the EYFS as preparation for life and not 
simply preparation for the next stage of education. 
 
The EYFS applies to children from birth to the end of the reception year. At Clapgate Primary School 
EYFS applies to children attending from the age of three years to the end of the Reception year when 
they are five years of age.  
 
At Clapgate Primary School we do not make a distinction between work and play. We support 
children’s learning through planned play activities and through observation of child-initiated or adult-
led play activities to provide the most effective learning opportunities. We believe that it is important for 
adults to support children’s learning through play, by getting involved in the play themselves and 
modelling by example. 
 
FOUNDATION STAGE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
It is every child’s right to grow up safe, healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution 
and with economic well-being. At Clapgate Primary School the overarching aim of the EYFS is to help 
young children achieve these five “Every Child Matters” outcomes. 
 
At Clapgate Primary School we aim to: 
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• Meet the individual needs of every child and strive to ensure that every child meets his or her 
potential.  

• Provide a well-planned, creative and well-resourced curriculum to provide opportunities for all 
children to succeed whilst feeling cared for and valued. 

• Assess and monitor progress throughout foundation stage, by tracking all children in all areas 
of learning to ensure that children make outstanding progress through individual personalised 
learning.  

• Differentiate work so that we can cater for all children’s needs. 

• Develop a successful partnership with parents. 

• Deliver the curriculum indoors and outdoors through well-planned focused activities and 
inspiring provision.  

  
These are the Characteristics of Effective Learning and the seven areas of learning that the children 
are assessed within during their time in Foundation Stage.  
 

 
Characteristics of Effective 
Learning 
  

 
Prime Areas 

 
Specific areas 
 

 
Playing and exploring – 
engagement 
-Finding out and exploring  
-Playing with what they know  
-Being willing to ‘have a go’ 
 
Active learning – motivation 
-Being involved and 
concentrating 
-Keep trying  
-Enjoying achieving what they 
set out to do 
 
Creating and thinking critically 
thinking 
-Having their own ideas  
-Making links  
-Choosing ways to do things 
 

 
Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 
-Making relationships 
-Self-confidence and self-
awareness 
-Managing feelings and 
behaviour 
 
Physical Development 
-Moving and handling 
-Health and self-care 
 
Communication and 
Language 
-Listening and attention 
-Understanding 
-Speaking 

 
Literacy 
-Reading 
-Writing 
 
Mathematics 
-Numbers 
-Shape, space and measure 
 
Understanding the World 
-People and communities 
-The world 
-Technology 
 
Expressive Arts and Design 
-Exploring and using media 
and materials 
-Being imaginative 

  
STAFF AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Foundation Stage Leader – Mrs Smith 
 
Nursery  
 
Class Teacher-Mrs Reid  
Teaching assistants (beginning of the week) – Miss Sutcliffe and Mrs Medley  
Teaching assistants (end of the week)- Miss Munro, Miss Sutcliffe 
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Reception LS 
 
Class Teacher – Miss Sunderland 
Teaching assistant – Miss Stead 
Teaching assistant – Mrs Furbank 

 
Reception BM 
 
Class Teacher – Miss Bushrod/Mrs Mason 
Teaching assistant – Miss Hubbard 
Teaching assistant – Miss Maciejewska 
 
LONG TERM PLANNING 
 
In Foundation Stage, we plan to use an adventure learning based approach, where the children enjoy 
learning through topics that will interest and inspire them. We also use staff observations and 
information from parents to identify children’s interests to help inform long term planning. This allows 
for a child’s particular interests to be picked up on and planned for if appropriate.  
 
The teachers ensure that all areas of the Foundation Stage curriculum are covered by following a long 
term plan. Long term plans are followed by Foundation Stage on a two-year rolling programme so that 
children get to experience a range of topics through their time in Nursery and Reception.  
 
To ensure that provision enables each child to demonstrate their learning and development fully, the 
Foundation Stage team have worked together to create provision plans that cover all areas of 
learning. These include role-play, mark making, ICT, small world, maths, sand, water, malleable, 
painting, sensory, collage and technology, junk modelling, construction outdoors and reading. The 
provision plans state which early learning goals the children are working towards and gives 
information about the knowledge, skills and attitudes the children will learn in each provision area. In 
addition, the provision plans suggest what the children can do, how the area should be organised and 
the key vocabulary that adults should use within the area. These provision plans are for the adults in 
the setting to use to ensure that the best possible learning takes place in each area.  
 
Individual children who are struggling to meet or who are exceeding the early learning goals will be 
highlighted through our personalised teaching and an individual or group intervention plan may be 
implemented. This is in line with the SEND and inclusion policy.  
 
MEDIUM TERM PLANNING 
 

From the long-term plans, every half term the teachers will create a learning adventure. This will be an 
overview of what is being taught as part of a particular topic. Learning adventures may be altered to 
take into account children’s interests. Learning adventures will be rich and inspiring and give children 
opportunities to learn actively. Included in each learning adventure will be: 
 

• Imagineering sessions (a minimum of 3 per adventure) 

• Active learning sessions (minimum of 6 per adventure) 

• A contextual song (minimum of 1 per adventure) 

• An end product/event 

• Parental involvement (minimum of 1 per adventure) 

 
 



5 

 

 
SHORT TERM PLANNING 

 
The week prior to teaching, the teacher will complete their weekly short term planning using their 
learning adventure planning. Here is an overview of what the children will complete in a week: 
 

 
Nursery: 
 

• Focused activities (covering all areas of 
the curriculum). 

• Daily inputs. 

• Weekly singing lesson. 

• Daily story time. 

• Weekly phonic inputs.  

• Provision enhancements. 

 
Reception: 
 

• Literacy focus. 

• Numeracy focus.  

• Daily Read, Write, Inc. phonics. 

• Weekly guided reading lesson. 

• 1-1 individual reading lesson with teacher. 

• 1-1 individual reading with TA. 

• Focused activities (covering all areas of 
the curriculum including ICT). 

• Daily inputs. 

• Story time at the end of the day.  

• Weekly singing lesson.  

• Provision enhancements. 

• Weekly PE lesson. 
 

 
Short term planning will include the following: 
 

• Date and term  

• Topic and theme 

• Learning objective  

• Area of learning   

• Activity or input 

• Differentiation  

• Related provision/resources 

• Key questions and vocabulary  
 

TIMETABLING 
 
Nursery – The adults will follow a set timetable. One adult will always be in provision with the children 
to help develop their practical and social skills. These skills are necessary for the children to engage in 
child-initiated play alongside others. 
 
Reception – The adults will follow a set timetable. At least one adult will always be outside to allow 
the children to free-flow between the indoors and outdoors. 
 
MARKING AND FEEDBACK 
 
Presentation 
 

• All work should be dated with ‘week beginning’ e.g. W/B 13th March 2016. 

• All written comments should be neat and legible. 
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Praise 
 
In Foundation Stage we believe that all children should be praised constantly for their efforts and 
achievements. This can be in the form of stickers, comments, stamps or verbal feedback. 
 
Adult-led work 
 

• Learning objective or explanation of activity (either typed on sheet or on a typed sticker). 

• Explanations should use the language of ‘you’ and the child’s name so that it is personal to the 
child. E.g. ‘This week you have learnt all about animals that live on a farm using books.’  Some 
explanations will need to be differentiated depending on the work.  

• All adult-led work with a learning objective or explanation should be marked with a stamp, 
sticker, smiley face or written comment. E.g. Well done. 

• Verbal feedback should be given to children within the adult-led activity so that children have 
time to respond to the feedback immediately. E.g. letter/number formation could be corrected 
within the child’s work and/or practised at the end of a piece of work. 

 
Independent work  
 

• Planned independent activities should have a learning objective, title or explanation of activity. 

• Explanations should use the language of ‘you’ or the child’s name so that it is personal to the 
child. E.g. ‘This week Joe has been learning all about dinosaurs and created his own model of 
a T-Rex using clay.’  Some explanations will need to be differentiated depending on the work. 

• All work with a learning objective should be marked with a stamp, sticker, smiley face or written 
comment. E.g. Well Done.  

• All independent work for all areas of learning should be identified using a gold star sticker. 
 

Photographs or observations of child initiated learning 
 

• Photographs of child-initiated learning should include a written observation or explanation of 
the learning taking place (unless obvious e.g. writing name on a whiteboard). 

• Written observations about the learning taking place can either be hand written or typed on a 
sticker.  

• Observations should use the language of the child’s name, ‘you’ or ‘I’.  

• All independent child-initiated work for all areas of learning should be identified using a gold 
star sticker. 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
The EYFS profile summarises and describes children’s attainment at the end of the EYFS. The 
purpose of the EYFS profile is to provide a valuable, reliable and accurate assessment of individual 
children at the end of the EYFS. This assessment is used to inform parents about their child’s 
development and the characteristics of their learning and to provide a smooth transition into KS1.  The 
EYFS profile is based on ongoing observation and assessment in the 3 prime and 4 specific areas of 
learning, and the 3 characteristics of effective learning. 
 
A completed profile consists of 20 items of information: the attainment of each child assessed in 
relation to the 17 early learning goal (ELG) descriptors, together with a short narrative describing the 
child’s three learning characteristics. This will be reported to the child’s parent in their school report at 
the end of Reception. 
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Prime Areas: 
 

• Communication and Language  

• Physical Development 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

Specific Areas: 
 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Art and Design 
 

Characteristics of Effective Learning: 
 

• Playing and Exploring 

• Active Learning 

• Creating and critical thinking 
 

Assessments will be based primarily on observation of daily activities and interactions. We will 
particularly look at the learning that a child demonstrates spontaneously, independently and 
consistently in a range of contexts. To ensure that assessments are accurate and well-informed, the 
teachers will take account of a range of perspectives including those of the child, parents and carers 
and other adults who have significant interactions with the child. 
 
At the end of the EYFS (summer term in reception) the teacher will make a judgement for each ELG 
for each child. They will judge whether a child is meeting the level of development expected at the end 
of the EYFS (expected), exceeding this level (exceeding), or not yet reaching this level (emerging). 
 
The EYFS Profile assessment will be carried out in the final term of the year in which the child reaches 
age five, and no later than 30 June in that term.  
 
The primary purpose of the EYFS Profile is to provide a reliable, valid and accurate assessment of 
individual children at the end of the EYFS. The uses of EYFS Profile data are as follows: 
 

•   To inform parents about their child’s development against the ELGs and the characteristics of 
their learning. 

•   To support a smooth transition to Key Stage 1 by informing the professional dialogue between 
EYFS and Key Stage 1 teachers. 

•   To help Year 1 teachers plan an effective, responsive and appropriate curriculum that will meet 
the needs of all children.  

 
OBSERVATIONAL ASSESSMENT 
 
Observational assessment involves gaining an understanding of children’s learning by watching, 
listening and interacting as they engage in everyday activities, events and experiences, and 
demonstrate their specific knowledge, skills and understanding. 
 
This is the most reliable way of building up an accurate picture of children’s development and learning, 
especially where the attainment demonstrated is not dependent on overt adult support. Observational 
assessment is key to understanding what a child can do consistently and independently in a range of 
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situations. 
Some observations will be planned for but many will be spontaneous, capturing important ‘wow’ 
moments. At the end of each half term, planned observations will take place in ‘observation week’ in 
nursery and reception. Observations of everyday activities will be recorded on assessment trackers 
and this will provide evidence of attainment in all areas of learning.   
 
The profile is made up of development bands (e.g. 30-50 months). As each development band 
encompasses a broad range of attainment, it is useful to identify the extent of a child’s achievement 
within each band. There are 3 levels within each development band to acknowledge this: 

 

• Beginning – is beginning to demonstrate some elements of this stage of development. 

• Developing – demonstrates an increasing number of elements of this stage of 
development. 

• Secure – is working securely within this band and regularly demonstrates most of the 
elements within this stage of development. 
 

An assessment of what month band the child is working within will be tracked every half term in 
reception and every term in nursery, to ensure that progress is being made in every area.  The 
children will be assessed as ‘beginning’, ‘developing’ or ‘secure’ in a month band.  
 
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
 
In the Foundation Stage we try to involve the parents in as many ways as possible, valuing their 
knowledge of their child and the contributions they make. Before starting at Clapgate, the children will 
have a home visit. During their home visit, we will talk to parents about the contributions they can 
make to the children’s profile.  Their involvement is on many levels, as visitors with special expertise, 
as carers to accompany us on trips out and as a valuable source of information about their child. In the 
Foundation Stage we have an open door policy where parents are welcome into the classroom before 
and after school. Parents are able to come in at the beginning of the morning to settle their child and 
have the opportunity to talk to all members of staff.  Parents are also invited to open afternoons and 
have the opportunity to attend workshops e.g. phonics and reading.  

 
BEHAVIOUR 
 
Please see Clapgate Primary School’s Behaviour Policy 2017-18. 
 
SAFEGUARDING 

 
Please see Clapgate Primary School’s Child Protection Policy 2019-2020. 

 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS & DISABILITY/INCLUSION 
 
Please see Clapgate Primary School’s Special Educational Needs Policy 2020-2021. 
 
ADMISSIONS POLICY FOR NURSERY 
 
Please see Clapagte Primary School’s Admission Policy 2020-2021. 


