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Song of the Dolphin Boy (Page 8-9) 

 

Finn’s mouth had widened into a broad grin as he’d watched the party fall apart, but the sight of the 

tea spread out on the table wiped it off his face. He would have given anything to have piled up a plate 

with all the treats that Mrs Lamb had prepared. He looked them over longingly. There were little 

sandwiches cut into triangles, butterfly cookies, cupcakes with moundsof icing on top, and mini sausage 

rolls. His mouth watered so much, he had to swallow. He was just about to turn away, unable to torture 

himself any longer, when he heard Dougie’s mum say, ‘Why don’t you save some for your friend Finn? 

What a pity he couldn’t come.’ Then she went out into the kitchen to fetch another plate of biscuits. 

Charlie stared at Dougie, disgusted. 

‘You invited Finn?’ 

Dougie laughed nervously. He was nearly three years younger than Charlie and looked up to 

him with a mixture of fear and admiration. 

‘Mum made me write the invitation, but I didn’t give it to him, honestly, Charlie.’ 

Finn’s fists tightened.  

One day, I’m going to sort Charlie out. I’m going to . . . he thought, but he stopped, unable to think 

of anything bad enough to do to his tormentor. Then he saw Jas’s face. She was frowning at 

Dougie, as if she thought he’d been mean. 

She’s the only one who’s worth anything, Finn told himself grudgingly. 

Dougie, realizing that his party was going wrong, was desperately counting on the big moment 

that would put everything right.  

‘Wait till you see my cake,’ he babbled. ‘Mum made it herself. It’s a special shape. It’s going 

to be a surprise. I think it’s going to be a dinosaur.’ 

‘Yeah, a pretty little dino-baby with a bow round its neck,’ sneered Charlie. 

‘I bet it’ll be lovely, Dougie,’ Jas said kindly.  

‘I don’t care what it looks like as long as it’s chocolate,’ said Amir.  

Jas turned to say something to him, and was suddenly facing the window. Finn ducked down 

quickly behind the rose bush, out of sight.  

When at last Mrs Lamb brought the cake out of the kitchen and placed it carefully down in the 

middle of the table, Finn nearly laughed out loud. It wasn’t a dinosaur, and it wasn’t even chocolate. 

It was in the shape of a cat, with the eyes made of sparkly silver balls, and a blue bow tied round its 

neck. 

Dougie’s face went red. 

 

 

 

 

 



Song of the Dolphin Boy 

 

1) Tick true or false for the statements 

 True False 

Charlie is happy that Finn was invited.    

Dougie is scared of Charlie.   

Dougie’s cake was in the shape of a dinosaur.   

Dougie thought his cake would be in the  

shape of a dinosaur. 

  

There is not a lot of icing on the cupcakes.   

 

2) Match the definition to the word. 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Why had Finn been smiling at the start of the extract? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4) Why does Finn stop smiling? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

respect and warm approval. 

 

with desire- wanting something 

 

Talk quickly in a childish or 

foolish way. 

 

Babbled 

Admiration 

in a reluctant manner- not 

wanting to do something but 

doing it anyway 

Longingly 

Grudgingly 



5) What kind of person do you think Charlie is? Explain your answer. 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

6) How is Dougie feeling at the end of the extract? What evidence can you use to infer 

his feelings? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

7) Do you think Jas and Finn are friends? Use evidence from the text to support your 

answer. 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 


