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23rd October 2020 
 
Dear Parents/carers, 
 
This half term has been a really enjoyable half term and it has been fantastic to be able to 
welcome all the children back to school. 
 
Next half term we will be making a few changes.    
 
Bubble sizes 
Firstly, we are going to allow children to mix with children across their whole year group in school 
(effectively making bubbles of 60 children instead of 30 children). There is significant educational 
value in allowing this: we can have Read, Write, Inc groups across the year group helping us to 
meet the needs of all the children, we can run more interventions to support children from two 
classes at a time, and we can start clubs aimed at a whole year group.   
 
Arrival times and places 
Year 6 children can now arrive at the earlier time slot (time slot 1- 8.45-8.55) and go straight into 
class.  
4LB are going to keep the same time slot (8.45-8.55) but they can come straight up the ramp near 
their classroom and go straight into the classroom rather than going to their designated area on 
the playground.  Leaving arrangements will remain the same as normal. 
 
1FP 
Mrs Foster will hopefully be returning to work next half term but will be out of class for the 
remainder of the time before she goes on maternity leave.  Miss Holmes will continue to share the 
class with Miss Procter. 
 
Clapgate Courier 
Clapgate Courier will resume next half term. 
 
Clapgate website 
We have been working hard on our new website.  It has a completely new look and it will be much 
more advanced than our previous website - for example it will allow us to upload much longer 
videos, it will have Facebook and Instagram feeds and it will be more user friendly.  Launch date to 
be announced soon. 
 
Gardener/outdoor assistant 
As you know, we always have many ideas for improving our outdoor areas for the children to 
enjoy and to access for their learning.  We have now employed an outdoor assistant/gardener 



who will help us with all our improvements and developments.  She comes with bags of 
knowledge that she is keen to share with the children. 
 
Teaching groups 
For this half term, we have had an extra teacher both in Year 5 and Year 3.  After the holiday, Miss 
Beaumont will no longer be in class and Miss Wood will resume the full-time teaching of 5NW.  
Mrs Webster will return to her normal role of teaching art across school instead of supporting in 
Year 3 so all the children will be back in their normal class in the mornings.  We will continue to 
look at ways we can provide extra support to children in these year groups as well as year groups 
across school.   
In Year 6, we are making a few changes to some teaching groups.  The children have found maths 
to be particularly challenging since they came back to school and we want to make sure we are 
addressing the needs of all the children. 
 
Maths 
We have noticed that lots of children in school have found maths challenging since they came back 
to school.  It is quite possible that many children have continued doing lots of reading,  
but have perhaps not prioritised working on maths.  Many children have lost their fluency in areas 
such as times tables, counting, adding and subtracting 10 from different numbers, recalling 
addition and subtraction facts (pairs that make 10, 20, quickly being able to add a one digit 
number to a two digit number like 29+6 and so on).  These are all things that children can get 
better at very quickly with a bit of practice - quick fire questions as you walk to school and so on. 
 
 
We hope you all have a lovely restful holiday. 

Regards, 

Mrs Singleton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   


