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Instructions
To achieve maximum impact in the classroom, we recommend purchasing the following 
books to support the teaching of this unit:

• The Write Stuff - Transforming the Teaching of Writing by Jane Considine, which fully 
explains her progress-boosting teaching methods www.thetrainingspace.co.uk

This plan covers 13 teaching days/sessions, split into: 

• Find the Shape Days (2)

• Experience Days (2)

• Sentence Stacking Days (9)

• Autumn Is here

We recommend these structured days are followed by an independent pupil writing task.

The following resources will also support the teaching of this unit:

• The Writing Rainbow - available from our website HERE

• The Writing Rainbow symbols - available from our website HERE

We love to hear your success stories and see sparkling work examples. Please get in touch by:

email: info@thetrainingspace.co.uk

Facebook: The Training Space

Twitter: @janeconsidine

For INSET bookings, training courses, unit planning workshops and teaching resources, visit:

www.thetrainingspace.co.uk

http://www.thetrainingspace.co.uk
https://www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/the-writing-rainbow-poster/
https://www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/large-writing-rainbow-icons/
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Overview of Unit
Please note that non-fiction units are built from three modes of teaching.

Find the Shape
One or two English lessons right at the beginning of a unit are deployed to read a model non-
fiction example. Pupils should then be helped to understand it as a visual, jigsaw style shape. 

This is very directed teaching.

Sentence Stacking
Lessons concentrate on the teaching of writing with a sharp focus on the craft and 

construction of sentences. Each Sentence Stacking lesson is organised into three learning 
chunks. Sentences created by pupils should be celebrated and examples used to form a large 
class Sentence Stack. This Sentence Stack should build over the duration of the unit to display 

the whole piece of text. See appendix for example of complete teacher model for this unit.

Experience Lessons
Immersive teaching to stimulate ideas. Experience lessons can take many forms - visits out, 
visitors in or drama conventions deployed to strengthen context and build imagination. The 

number of experiences included in a unit is at a teachers’ discretion. Experience lessons 
can be added or removed from a teaching sequence depending on the needs of pupils and 

knowledge of their previous experiences. 
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A Poetry Journey

Jigsaw Shapes
Every poetry unit requires the teacher to establish the exact shape  
that needs building. The shape could come from a model poem.  
We recommend that poetry shapes ideally have nine jigsaw style 
components. These jigsaw pieces need to be shared with pupils  from the 
outset so that they have a  clear sense of all the parts of the  writing that 
constitute the complete poem. 

Jigsaw Shapes make Poetry Lessons
There is an example shape for this text type included in this unit. As you 
progress through the unit you will be able to clearly see which jigsaw 
pieces are being taught/modelled  in each Poetry lesson.

Poetry Map
A poetry journey map can also be created as you move through the unit. 
There is an example included for this poetry unit. Individual jigsaw pieces 
can be plotted on the poetry map as pieces are added, use the positive/
negative axis to discuss this part of the text and whether it has a positive 
or negative impact on the reader. Annotations can also be added. 

Independent Writing
It is important to map the jigsaw pieces and analyse the highs and lows of 
the poem built across a unit, as this will generate the task for independent 
writing at the end. Using the ‘Independent Writing Teaching Sequence’ 
included, teachers move through the steps to guide children from the 
highly modelled Sentence Stack to writing independently. When writing 
poetry, the pupils independent task should be to craft their own text which 
mirrors the highs and lows mapped. It is within the teacher’s discretion to 
choose a topic for pupils to build their own ideas e.g. Winter is here. This 
gives pupils real freedom to develop their content around a  
theme independently.
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Teaching Sequence

Sentence
Stacking
Lesson

Experience
Lesson

Independent
Writing 
Sequence 
(see 
appendix)

Key:

DAY 1

Find a shape 
(Summer is here - poem)

DAY 11

DAY 14 DAY 15 DAY 16

Independent 
Writing Sequence

Independent 
Writing Sequence

Independent 
Writing Sequence

DAY 6

DAY 3

DAY 5

DAY 9

DAY 7 DAY 8

DAY 10 DAY 12

Find 
the 
Shape

DAY 2 DAY 4

DAY 13

English
Lesson

FoodNature DecorationPersonify season

Personify season

AnimalsSky Sounds Smells

Autumnal changes Autumnal changesFind a shape 
(Summer is here - poem)
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Find the Shape
Summer Is Here

Summer is here
Her eyes are golden, red poppies blossom across her lips
Her hair, honeysuckle trails, rolls over meadows and seas
Her dress a garden of flaming magenta, saffron and pink

Summer is here
Trees wave there flags of emerald and green
Alliums bow their heads to her jazzing stare
Flowers dance in gowns of lemon and blue

Summer is here
Pale confetti cascades from the trees
Sweet bursts of cherries beam across branches
Leafy parasols shelter their rhubarb stems

Summer is here
Gardens of strawberries glisten in rows
Butterflies adorn the hedgerows with orange and white
Candy floss clouds swaddle the sun

Summer is here
Dazzling blue skies glitter over hills and streams
Sunsets roar flames copper and bronze
Forests are drenched with a golden haze

Summer is here
Dragonflies shimmer their stained glass wings
Bees flit and frolic from flower to flower
Rock pools pulsate with stories and dreams

Summer is here
Symphonies of birds chorus their dawn song
Echoes of crickets chirp and click 
Children splash and shriek and run

Summer is here
Her bouquet of scents soothes - gentle and sweet
A mould of mown hay - caramel warm
Drifts of food cooking with the sizzle of meat

Summer is here
Her face sprinkled with promises of long lazy days
Her voice coaxes the petals to bloom for the sun
Her warmth cloaks the earth in a veil of colour
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Poetry Shape
Autumn Is Here

Key: Verse Repeated refrain

Decoration Sky Animals Sounds Smells

Personify season Nature Food
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Find the Shape
Summer Is Here

Key: Verse Repeated refrain

Decoration Sky Animals Sounds Smells

Personify season Nature Food

Summer is here
Her eyes are golden, red poppies blossom across her lips
Her hair, honeysuckle trails, rolls over meadows and seas
Her dress a garden of flaming magenta, saffron and pink

Summer is here
Trees wave there flags of emerald and green
Alliums bow their heads to her jazzing stare
Flowers dance in gowns of lemon and blue

Summer is here
Pale confetti cascades from the trees
Sweet bursts of cherries beam across branches
Leafy parasols shelter their rhubarb stems

Summer is here
Gardens of strawberries glisten in rows
Butterflies adorn the hedgerows with orange and white
Candy floss clouds swaddle the sun

Summer is here
Dazzling blue skies glitter over hills and streams
Sunsets roar flames copper and bronze
Forests are drenched with a golden haze

Summer is here
Dragonflies shimmer their stained glass wings
Bees flit and frolic from flower to flower
Rock pools pulsate with stories and dreams

Summer is here
Symphonies of birds chorus their dawn song
Echoes of crickets chirp and click 
Children splash and shriek and run

Summer is here
Her bouquet of scents soothes - gentle and sweet
A mould of mown hay - caramel warm
Drifts of food cooking with the sizzle of meat

Summer is here
Her face sprinkled with promises of long lazy days
Her voice coaxes the petals to bloom for the sun
Her warmth cloaks the earth in a veil of colour
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DAY 1

Find the Shape (1)

Learning Objective:

To introduce the poem shape.

 
 

• Teacher to read the model text and introduce the shapes to  
the children. Get the children to be able to explain what the shapes 
are and what they mean.

• Pupils to re-read the text and place it on a poetry map. 
• Discuss how the shapes will support them to build their own.

Find a shape
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DAY 2

Find a shape

Find the Shape (2)

Learning Objective:

To recap and re-familiarise with the  
poem shape. 

To pair sentences with the associated shapes to 
construct a complete poem
 

• Pupils to have a cut up text of the model ‘Summer Is Here’ text in  
an envelope/polly pocket. Pupils to work in mixed attainment pairs.  
Pupils read the sentences and decide where they belong on our 
poetry shape. Use this as an opportunity to establish the shape clearly 
and identify important words and vocabulary that give clues to the 
reader of where lines belong. 
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DAY 3

Autumnal changes

Experience Day (1)

Learning Objective:

To observe autumnal changes

• Watch BBC ‘How Autumn Weather Affects the Behaviour of British Animals and Plants 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/how-autumn-weather-affects-the-behaviour-
of-british-animals-and-plants/z6h6nrd

• List objects found outside: trees, hedgerows, leaves, branches, flowers, plants, window panes, 
fields, tractor, grass, fruit, vegetables, apple, turnip, swede,  blackberries, hazelnuts, rose hips, 
crab, elderberries, hawthorn berries, conkers, horse chestnut trees,  acorn, mushrooms, fungi, 
puff balls, pumpkin, beech mast, grey squirrel, red squirrel, swallow, hedgehog, mice, voles, 
wood mouse, birds, crane fly, geese, Red Admirals, butterflies, deer, clouds, rain, sunrise, sunset, 
children, stars, night sky, fireworks. Or...

• Go to a local woodland or forest school and record sights, smells, actions, feelings,  
tastes of Autumn. 

• Use the Autumn Tree and Leaf Detective, Woodland Wildlife in Autumn and Fungi Identification 
Spotter sheets from WildlifeWatch.org

 https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/seasonal-wildlife/autumn
• Linking to Science on Plant Growth and Living Things, observe and record seasonal changes 

throughout the year and add observed changes to the phenology records ‘Nature’s Calendar’ 
created by the Woodland Trust

• https://naturescalendar.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/autumn_ 
the-forgotten-season/

• The Woodland Trust needs more people to record autumnal changes across the UK so that 
they can better understand phenology throughout the year, including the effects of climate 
change and how this will affect hibernating creatures.

• Children can track a tree through autumn, recording the first ripe fruit or first sign of autumn 
tinting through to when the last leaf drops. Try oak, horse chestnut, silver birch, elder, beech, 
rowan and sycamore. https://naturescalendar.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/1817/10103-natures-
calendar-date-range-poster.pdf

Experience sessions should be rinsed for vocabulary using The FANTASTICs.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/how-autumn-weather-affects-the-behaviour-of-british-animals-and-plants/z6h6nrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/how-autumn-weather-affects-the-behaviour-of-british-animals-and-plants/z6h6nrd
https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/seasonal-wildlife/autumn
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DAY 4

Language  
collecting

Experience Day (2)

Learning Objective:

To gather language to describe Autumn

• Show pupils a range of paintings of Autumn.
• Give pupils paint swatches or find colour swatches online and collect a 

list of autumn colours: auburn, russet, crimson, amber, syrup, caramel, 
green, gold, golden, toffee, rust, coffee, chocolate, burnt umber, yellow, 
warm orange, smoke berry, copper, terracotta, golden brown, warm 
apricot, raspberry, pumpkin.

• Refer back to the smells collected on Experience Day 1 or bring in 
pumpkin, apple pie, cinnamon, damp wet leaves mixed with soil and 
moss, hot chocolate, toffee apples, raspberries, blackberries, caramel, 
fresh bread and cider for the children to smell.

• Collect smells: earthy, sweet, sticky, toffee, rich, chocolatey, sunburnt 
leaves, caramel, moss, warm, heavy, thick, golden brown, deep, smooth, 
gooey, baked, ripe, creamy.

• Collect words for smell: scent, aroma, her perfume, her fragrance.
• Collect words to describe how the smells move: drift, float, hover, tickle, 

flicker, stretch, dance, waft, seep, mix, blend, mingle, rise. 
• Look at colour photographs and video clips of Queen Elizabeth II’s 

Coronation Ceremony. Collect themes: crown, jewels, orb, throne, golden 
carriage, ruby tiara, procession, coronation gown, velvet train, guests, 
officials, spectators, ring.

Experience sessions should be rinsed for vocabulary using The FANTASTICs.
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DAY 5

Personify season

Shapes
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Adjectives - 
personification

• Show the picture of ‘Lady 
Autumn’ by artist Olha Darchuk. 
Explain Autumn as a metaphor of 
a woman. Collect colours for her 
eyes and lips from Experience Day 
2: caramel, walnut, umber,  
oak, crimson, rose, cherry,  
berry, currant. 

Adjectives

• Show an image of an exquisite 
throne. Collect descriptive words: 
intricately patterned, delicately 
laced, a field of corn, formed from 
the sweat of the sun, glistening, 
glimmering,  cushioned in delicate 
leaves of ruby.

Metaphor 

• Collect colour descriptions for 
her hair: umber, sunburnt leaves, 
golden, auburn, butter, syrup.

• Collect words to describe long 
hair: ripples, curls, weaves, 
plaits, tendrils, braids, cascades, 
flowing, fragrant, bounces.

• Create metaphors: auburn ripples, 
caramel syrup, golden sap.

Adjectives - 
personification 
 
Teacher model: Autumn is here
Her eyes are hazel, a smile of 
crimson dances at her lips

Metaphor

Teacher model: Her hair, a golden 
breeze, rippling through the trees

Adjectives

Teacher model: Her throne 
elaborately weaved of warm 
summer days

Adjectives - 
personification 

Begin with the pronoun her and 
describe the colour of Autumn’s 
eyes and lips. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Adjectives

Describe her throne using positive 
adjectives and adverbs. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Metaphor 

Describe the colour of her hair 
using a metaphor and describe 
how it moves.
HA: Deepen the moment. 

Sentence Stacking Lesson 1
 
Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for a season poem. 

 
Steps to Success:
Adjectives - personification 

Metaphor 

Adjectives

*HA = Higher Attainers
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DAY 6

Nature
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Initiate Model Enable

Personification -  
theme

• Show colour images of Queen 
Elizabeth II’s coronation ceremony 
and coach. Create descriptions 
of the forest as guests: branches 
painted with crisp leaves of green 
and yellow, trees in dresses of 
red and gold, a carriage of gold, 
russet and fawn.

Personification -  
theme

• Describe the feel of the air in autumn: 
crisp, fresh, brisk, nudges, chilled, 
polished, solemn, keen, cool, invigorated.

• Give the air an action: leans in, gathers, 
stands, salutes, guards.

Personification -  
theme

• Personify the falling of leaves: 
plants undress, half-dressed, 
parachute down to the woodland 
floor, leaves bow to the ground, 
leaves courtesy, plants sprinkle 
their leaves like confetti.

Personification -  
theme

Teacher model: Autumn is here
Trees dress in suits of russet  
and gold 

Personification -  
theme

Teacher model: Plants scatter their 
leaves to carpet her step 

Personification -  
theme

Teacher model: The air stands crisp 
and fresh 

Personification -  
theme

Personify the behaviour and colours 
of the trees and leaves as  
Autumn arrives. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Personification -  
theme

Describe the action and feel of the 
air using personification. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Personification -  
theme

Write a line to describe how the 
leaves fall from the plants. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 2

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for a season poem. 

Steps to Success:
Personification - theme 

Personification - theme 

Personification - theme

*HA = Higher Attainers

Shapes



© Jane Considine 2019

A Write Stuff Unit Plan
Autumn Is Here - Season Poem

DAY 7

Food
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Metaphor 

• Show some conkers and acorns. 
Discuss where they come from. 
Ask pupils if they enjoy collecting 
them. Collect positive descriptions: 
presents, gifts, treasures, orbs. 
How do they fall: delivered, 
cascade, tumble, descend.

Theme

• Refer back to the list of hedgerow/
tree fruits gathered on Experience 
Day 1: raspberry, blackberry, acorns, 
elderberries, sloe berry, hawthorn. 
Link their colour to precious stones: 
jewels, gems, rubies, sapphires, 
opals, amethyst. 

Taste -  
Personification

• Show an image of the hedgerow 
filled with ripe berries and 
images of birds/mice eating 
the berries. Show an image 
of a banquet. Collect positive 
descriptions: banquet, feast, 
harvest, platter, spread.

Metaphor 
 
Teacher model: Autumn is here
Shiny treasures cascade from trees 

Taste -  
Personification

Teacher model: Harvests of 
hedgerows lay feasts for their guests

Theme

Teacher model: Jewels of juicy 
blackberries shimmer across  
thorny crowns

Metaphor  

Write a positive description using a 
metaphor to describe conkers and 
how they fall. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Theme

Describe the fruits/berries of the 
hedgerow/trees using precious 
stones imagery. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Taste -  
Personification

Describe how the filled hedgerows 
serve the animals using 
personification. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 3

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for a season poem. 

Steps to Success:
Metaphor 

Taste - Personification 

Theme

*HA = Higher Attainers

Shapes
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DAY 8

Decoration
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Initiate Model Enable

Decorative theme 

• Show images of webs covered in 
ice and dew. Collect descriptions 
using a decorative theme: 
laced in droplets of ice, webs 
with lanterns of dew, branches 
weaved in spider silk,  bunting of 
spider silk intricately woven.

Personification -  
Feeling

• Teacher role play as the sun. 
Describe how hard it has been to 
light the sky all summer, climbing 
so high above the horizon, 
warming the Earth, rising early 
in the morning and going to 
bed late at night. Explain how in 
autumn the days grow shorter 
and the night longer. 

Action  

• Did you see any butterflies on 
your visit to the woods? Show 
images of butterflies still found 
in autumn: Clouded Yellow, 
Small White, Red Admiral. These 
creatures hibernate in winter. 
Collect descriptions of their last 
appearances: grand finale, final 
flutter, multi-coloured bursts, 
melodious farewell.

Decorative theme 
 
Teacher model: Autumn is here
Branches festoon with silken webs 
traced in dew

Action  

Teacher model: Red Admirals flutter 
and dance their farewell 

Personification -  
Feeling

Teacher model: The sun relaxes and 
welcomes the night

Decorative theme 

Describe the frost/dew-covered 
spider webs using a decorative theme. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Personification -  
Feeling

Personify the sun as it winds down 
for Autumn and allows the night to 
do more of the work. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Action  

Describe the movement of a 
butterfly before it disappears  
to hibernate. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 4

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for a season poem.

Steps to Success:
Decorative theme 

Action 

Personification - Feeling

*HA = Higher Attainers

Shapes
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DAY 9

Sky
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Initiate Model Enable

Personification –  
gentle verbs  

• Show images of autumn 
morning mists. Collect positive 
gentle descriptions: quilt, cover, 
carpet, scatter, ice, glaze, 
painted, white-washed, sprayed.

Verb - adverb

• Explain how some people say the 
stars shine brighter in autumn. 
Show an image of a starry night. 
Collect verbs to describe how 
the stars group: cluster, gather, 
flock. How do they gather: thickly, 
densely, with pride, outnumbering 
the night, like pearls.

Personification - 
adjectives 
• Show images of autumn sunsets. 

Collect words to describe a 
collection of something: melodies, 
fanfares, chorus, choir, troupe, 
throng, assemblage, cluster. 
Refer to the colours collected on 
Experience Day 2.

• Collect words for the 
performance: conduct, mount, 
stage, arrange.

Personification –  
gentle verbs  
 
Teacher model: Autumn is here
Morning mists whisper across fields 
and parks

Personification - 
adjectives 
Teacher model: Sunsets perform 
symphonies of amber and gold

Verb - adverb

Teacher model: Stars gather 
triumphantly like pearls in the sky

Personification –  
gentle verbs  

Create a gentle, positive description 
to describe the morning mists. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Verb - adverb

Describe how the stars appear 
using a precise verb and a positive 
adverb. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Personification - 
adjectives 
Personify sunset by describing how 
the colours are displayed/arranged 
in the skies.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 5

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for a season poem.

Steps to Success:
Personification – gentle verbs 

Personification - adjectives 

Verb - adverb

*HA = Higher Attainers

Shapes
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DAY 10

Animals
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Initiate Model Enable

Verbs - alliteration 

• Show a picture of a squirrel 
collecting and storing food for 
winter. Collect verbs to describe 
the actions: scurry, bustle, 
scamper, hurry, hasten, rush, 
scoot, race, scramble, stashing, 
storing hoard.

Adjectives - 
personification

• Refer back to Experience 
Day 1 and the BBC clip with 
images of fungi. Collect words 
for their distinct appearance: 
unusual, curious.  Personify their 
appearance: viewing the forest’s 
display, enjoying the woodland 
showcase, spectate, look on.

Precise verbs

• Refer back to the BBC clip 
showing birds migrating to the 
UK for our milder winter. 

• Collect words for persuade: 
coaxed, beckoned, invited, 
tempted, lured, called, drawn.

Verbs - alliteration 
 
Teacher model: Autumn is here
Squirrels scamper and scurry to 
their secret stores

Precise verbs 

Teacher model: Promises of warmer 
climes beckon migrating birds 

Adjectives - 
personification

Teacher model: Strange and 
mysterious fungi watch the  
world retreat

Verbs - alliteration 
 
Describe the actions of squirrels 
as they store food for winter using 
precise verbs. Try to use alliteration. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Adjectives - 
personification

Use adjectives to describe the 
appearance of the fungi and 
personify it watching the signs  
of autumn. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Precise verbs 

Describe how migrating birds are 
persuaded to come to the UK using 
a precise verb and personification. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 6

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for a season poem.

Steps to Success:
Verbs - alliteration 

Precise verbs 

Adjectives - personification

*HA = Higher Attainers

Shapes
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DAY 11

Sounds
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Initiate Model Enable

Sounds 

• Re-play the images of water 
from Experience Day 1. Collect 
movements: trickle, shimmer, 
burble, lounge, roll, float. Collect 
sounds: trickle, shiver, splash, 
bubble, murmur, whistle, sigh.

• Collect words for stories: tales, 
narratives, adventures.

Onomatopoeia

• Bring in a tray of leaves and let 
children hear the sounds when 
they move them and step on 
them. Collect sounds: crunch, 
crinkle, rustle, crisp, crackle, 
crumple, scrunch, crack.

• Collect words for a group: pot 
pourri, patchwork, medley, 
crescendo.

Sounds – verbs

• Re-play the clip of the children 
laughing catching leaves. collect 
sounds: shriek, giggle, laugh, 
squeal, hoot, shout.

• Collect actions: bubble, fizz, race, 
tremble, leap, skip, jump, play, 
clap, clasp.

Sounds 
 
Teacher model: Autumn is here 
Stories trickle over chattering streams

Sounds – verbs

Teacher model: Children bustle and 
gather and laugh and play

Onomatopoeia

Teacher model: A cacophony of 
leaves crinkle and crunch

Sounds 

Describe how stories move over the 
sound of the streams. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Onomatopoeia

Describe the collection of leaves and 
their sounds using onomatopoeia. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sounds – verbs

Describe the sounds and actions of 
children as they gather leaves  
and conkers. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 7

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for a season poem.

Steps to Success:
Sounds 

Sounds – verbs 

Onomatopoeia

*HA = Higher Attainers

Shapes
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DAY 12

Smells
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Initiate Model Enable

Smell - verb 

• Refer to the earthy/leaf smells 
collected on Experience Day 2.

Smell - taste 

• Refer to other smells collected 
and positive adjectives to 
describe them.

Smell – taste 

• Refer to other smells collected 
and positive adjectives to 
describe them.

Smell - verb 
 
Teacher model: Autumn is here
Her earthy embers drift –  
musky and sweet

Smell – taste 

Teacher model: A warm crust dipped 
in brown sugar and cinnamon

Smell - taste  
 
Teacher model: A sip of rich cocoa 
sat by the fire

Smell - verb 

Describe the sweet and earthy  
smell of autumn and how the  
smell moves.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Smell - taste 

• Describe a third smell/taste using 
positive adjectives. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Smell – taste 

Describe a second smell using 
positive adjectives. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 8

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for a season poem.

Steps to Success:
Smell - verb 

Smell – taste 

Smell - taste

*HA = Higher Attainers

Shapes
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DAY 13

Personify Season
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Initiate Model Enable

Adjectives – 
personification

• Show the painting ‘Lady 
Autumn’ by Olha Darchuk. 
What do you think her face will 
be like as she sees how well 
the woodland has grown in 
summer? Happy, soft, graceful, 
glowing, relaxed, radiant, 
warm, luminescent, shining.

Powerful verbs - 
personification

• Have pupils pull the biggest 
smile they can to show they are 
happiest. Collect words to describe 
the power of the smile: bursts, 
effervescent, flames, unfurls. 

• Describe her qualities: grace, 
beauty, loveliest, pride, energy. 

Feeling -  
personification

• Discuss how trees lose their 
leaves to protect themselves in 
winter. Freeze frame as Autumn 
mothering/soothing the trees 
so they know winter will be 
ok. Collect words: cradle, hold, 
soothe, calm, nurse, rock. 

Adjectives – 
personification
 
Teacher model: Autumn is here
Her face glows with triumphs  
of summer

Feeling -  
personification

Teacher model: Her hands cradle 
the trees to their winter sleep

Powerful verbs - 
personification  
 
Teacher model: Her smile bursts 
with a final beauty

Adjectives – 
personification

Describe Autumn’s face using a 
positive adjective. 
pupils reacted. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Powerful verbs - 
personification 

• Describe the power/intensity of 
Autumn’s final smile. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Feeling -  
personification

Write a line describing how Autumn 
mothers/soothes the trees to rest 
for winter. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 9

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for a season poem.

Steps to Success:
Adjectives – personification 

Feeling - personification 

Powerful verbs - personification

*HA = Higher Attainers

Shapes
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Appendix
Please find enclosed :

Teacher Model

Guidance on a Teaching Sequence for Independent 
Writing.

Guidance on success criteria.

A blank narrative journey map or a blank non-fiction 
journey map.

Pupil pathway from planning to independent writing.

Guidance on editing.

Any other related materials to the teaching of this unit. 
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Teacher Model

Autumn Is Here

Autumn is here
Her eyes are hazel, a smile of crimson dances at her lips
Her hair, a golden breeze, rippling through the trees
Her throne elaborately weaved of warm summer days

Autumn is here
Trees dress in suits of russet and gold
Plants scatter their leaves to carpet her step 
The air stands crisp and fresh 

Autumn is here
Shiny treasures cascade from trees
Harvests of hedgerows lay feasts for their guests
Jewels of juicy blackberries shimmer across thorny crowns

Autumn is here
Branches festoon with silken webs traced in dew
Red Admirals flutter and dance their farewell 
The sun relaxes and welcomes the night

Autumn is here 
Morning mists whisper across fields and parks
Sunsets perform symphonies of amber and gold
Stars gather triumphantly like pearls in the sky

Autumn is here 
Squirrels scamper and scurry to their secret shores
Promises of warmer climes beckon migrating birds
Strange and mysterious fungi watch the world retreat

Autumn is here
Stories trickle over chattering streams
Children bustle and gather and laugh and play
A cacophony of leaves crinkle and crunch

Autumn is here 
Her earthy embers drift - musky and sweet
A warm crust dipped in brown sugar and cinnamon
A sip of rich cocoa sat by the fire

Autumn is here 
Her face glows with triumphs of summer
Her hands cradle the trees to their winter sleep
Her smile bursts with a final beauty
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Teaching Sequence for Independent Writing
(Reference to STA: 2018 Teacher Assessment Guidance KS2)

RECAP 
SENTENCE 
STACK – 

“AUDIENCE + 
PURPOSE”

Key features:

Clarify writer’s
intent.

Sharpen purpose.
Consider

overall impact - 
effective aspects.

“The national 
curriculum is clear 
that writing should 
also be produced 

through discussion 
with the teachers

and peers.”

DRAW OUT 
SUCCESS 
CRITERIA

Key features:

Co-construct
success criteria

from unit of work.
Do provide
examples.

Story - 9 plot 
points

= 9 success
criteria/non-

fiction.
8 shapes =

8 success criteria.

“Using success
criteria does not 

mean that a pupil’s 
writing is not 

independent; they 
would simply need 
to avoid modelling 
or over scaffolding 

the expected 
outcome.”

EXPERIENCE

Key features:

Memorable.
Stimulates 

imagination (story).
Build knowledge 

(non-fiction).

“Emerges from a 
text, topic, visit, or 

curriculum
experience in

which pupils have 
had opportunities

to discuss and 
rehearse what

is to be
written about.”

PLAN
WRITING

Key features:

Use maths paper.
Plot success 

criteria.
Consider writing 
ideas, techniques 

and grammar.

“Enables pupils
to use their

own ideas and 
provides them

with an element
of choice, 

for example
writing from

the perspective
of a character 

they have chosen 
themselves.”

INDEPENDENT 
WRITING

Key features:

Paced out
chunks of time.

In silence.
Chance to

build stamina.
“Pupils writing

upon which 
teachers base 

their judgements 
must be produced 

independently.”

TEACHER 
MARKS FOR 

EDITING

Key features:

All work marked 
through the three 
ways of editing.
Pupils not told

how to improve.
Teacher models

good editing 
processes with an 
exemplified piece.

“...not independent 
when the pupil has 

been directed to 
change specific 
words.. or when 
incorrectly spelt

words have been 
identified.”

PUPILS EDIT
WORK

Key features:

Interrogate work 
through five
lenses e.g.. 
Spelling,

punctuation,
re-read, rewrites,

add more.
Provide quality 
time to make 
amendments.

Pupils are clear
about different 
strategies for 
improvement.

“has been edited, 
if required by the 
pupil without the 

support of the 
teacher, although 

this may be in 
response to self, 

peer or group 
evaluation.”

FINAL 
JUDGEMENT

Key features:

Quick comparative 
judgement.
Intensive

assessment of
‘grey’ area writing.
Weaknesses fed

into next
teaching cycle.

“ a degree of 
subjectivity is

needed to
assess it.

Teachers are 
therefore 

afforded more 
flexibility in
reaching a
rounded

judgement.”

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Success Criteria
Pupils should be provided with success criteria prior to independent writing. 
Success criteria should be chosen from the teaching points covered in a unit 

and could be identified together by looking at your class Sentence Stack.

Example Use this space to set or negotiate success 
criteria with your class.

Example

1. Feelings
(Add description)

2. Noticing
(Add description)

3. Punctuation

4. Complex
 Sentence

5. Repetition
(Power of 3)

6. Personification

Success criteria should include a mix from the ‘Three Zones of Writing‘.

Please ensure that success criteria does not include examples. Please also 
ensure that there is no modelling or over scaffolding during the Independent 

Writing Teacher Sequence. 
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Non-Fiction Map
This is a blank planning grid for you to plan the jigsaw shapes needed to create your complete non-fiction text.  

(Please decide how many shapes are needed before asking children to start planning.)  +10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

-10

Reader

To understand how to
use this map, please
read the page titled

‘Non-fiction Journey’.

2 4 5 6 7 8 9

Character
Lows

Character
Highs
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Pupil Pathway... 
from planning to independent writing

Step 1:  Jigsaw Pieces

Pupils use a blank non-fiction
map to plan their jigsaw
pieces.

Step 2:  Success criteria plotting

Position success criteria with 
negative / positive intent on 
the map.

• Positive simile
• Negative alliteration

Step 3: Planning sentences to deliver success criteria

Sentences can be added to the narrative map e.g. 

Positive simile 

Once the chase is on, the cheetah is as fast as a speeding train.

Steps 4 and 5: Independent writing.

Children should spend time writing in silence. 
This could be chunked into smaller blocks of time.

Alliteration

Simile

1. 2.
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Editing Independent Writing

Once the independent writing process is over, it is important pupils are given space and time 
to edit their work. Pupils need to be aware that there are different ways they can improve 
their writing.

E1 Edit: The Revise

Edit Type 1: These are often “little” adjustments or changes and tend to fall into one of these 
categories.

                 

E2 Edit: The Rewrite

Edit Type 2: This is crucial and particularly for primary age pupils’ thinking needs to be 
attached to sentence rewrites.  A rewrite would be appropriate if a sentence doesn’t make 
sense, could be restructured or generally improved.

E3 Edit: The Reimagine

Edit Type 3: This is when a writer wants to add more sentences to develop an idea further. 
Pupils are often resistant about adding more as it presents the problem of where to fit 
additional sentences. This is an ideal opportunity to train pupils to use ‘editing flaps’.

Editing flaps are extra pieces of paper that stick onto their writing and show the additional 
sentences added into their work.

Spelling Missed or additional words Punctuation
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Digital and print versions are available to buy from our online shop

Print version
www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/the-writing-rainbow-poster/

Digital download
www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/writing-rainbow-poster-electronic-version-for-

whiteboard-use/

The Writing Rainbow
A visual display of ‘The Three Zones of Writing’

The Writing Rainbow offers a complete view of ‘The Write Stuff’ methods and systems. This 
is an excellent tool for teachers and pupils that have adopted the approaches found in Jane 
Considine’s book ’The Write Stuff’.

The poster is perfect for working walls; to add pupil and author examples of sentence 
types and structures, e.g. a complex/multi-clause sentence, a simile sentence. The poster 
is organised into three tiers to match the ‘Three Zones of Writing’; the FANTASTICs, the 
Grammaristics and the Boomtastics. 

The Writing Rainbow provides guidance for pupils writing at greater depth. Pupils familiar 
with this poster use it as a visual reminder of the wealth of ways they can showcase flair and 
select a focus for Deepen the Moment. 

The poster is also a bright and colourful reminder that can be referred to during 
demonstration writing.

http://www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/the-writing-rainbow-poster/
www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/writing-rainbow-poster-electronic-version-for-whiteboard-use/
www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/writing-rainbow-poster-electronic-version-for-whiteboard-use/

