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About this unit 

The purpose of the topic:  

This unit encourages pupils to explore the past by examining their ideas about pirates, with particular reference to Grace O’Malley. The key 

question leads children to consider what are the characteristics of a pirate and to challenge stereotypes in the light of historical enquiry. The key 

question also leads to an understanding of the complexities of the life and values of a significant woman living in the 16th /17th century. 

Key vocabulary:  pirate, queen, Ireland, England, trade, chieftain, century 

This unit is supported by the following: Gove-Humphries, A. Bracey, P. and Jackson, D. (2013) Why are you so angry Grace? Teaching and 

Learning about Grace O’Malley as a significant woman at Key Stage 1. Primary History. Issue 65 Autumn. pp.22-23 

 



Unit Structure 

This enquiry is structured around the following questions: 

ENQUIRY 1: What is a pirate? 

ENQUIRY 2: What were the main events of Grace O’Malley’s life? 

ENQUIRY 3: What happened when Grace met Elizabeth I? 

ENQUIRY 4: What was it like to live at the time when Grace met 

Elizabeth I? 

ENQUIRY 5: Should we call Grace O’Malley a pirate? 

 

 

 How this unit links to the National Curriculum for 

primary history 

This enquiry involves a study of the lives of a significant individual 

drawn from the history of Britain and the wider world.  

Optional activity - consider comparing life in the 16th century with life 

at the time of another significant individual previously studied in Key 

Stage 1 (e.g.  Rosa Parks, Boudicca) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ENQUIRY 1: What is a pirate? 

 
 

 
LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 

 
KEY CONTENT AND SUGGESTED LESSON IDEAS 

 
SUGGESTED RESOURCES 

 
ASSESSMENT 
CRITERIA 

To ask and 

answers about 

what makes a 

pirate 

To compare 
Grace O'Malley 
with images of 
pirates from the 
past and the 
present 
 
 

Starter - Watch the Lazy Town video ‘You are a Pirate’ What have 

the characters done to look like pirates? Discuss with talk 

partners and share responses as a whole class. 

 

Whole class activity - Look at the picture of Blackbeard. What 

tells you he is a pirate? Discuss with talk partners and share 

responses as a whole class. 

 

Pair work - Look at pictures of pirates. Who looks like a pirate and 

why? Explain your choices. Are you surprised by any of the 

pictures? Have you any questions you want to ask?  

 

 

Youtube link to video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch

?v=i8ju_10NkGY 

Photos and captions of different 

pirates: 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/h
istory/pirates/pirate-women/ - 
Picture of Mary Read and Anne 
Bonny 
 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/h
istory/pirates/corsairs/ - Picture 
of corsirs - pirates during the 
Crusades 
 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/h
istory/pirates/blackbeard/ - 
Picture of Blackbeard 
 
https://disney.fandom.com/wiki/
Captain_Hook - picture of the 
Disney Captain Hook 

Can the children 
identify criteria for a 
pirate and justify 
their choices? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8ju_10NkGY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8ju_10NkGY
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/pirates/pirate-women/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/pirates/pirate-women/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/pirates/corsairs/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/pirates/corsairs/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/pirates/blackbeard/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/pirates/blackbeard/
https://disney.fandom.com/wiki/Captain_Hook
https://disney.fandom.com/wiki/Captain_Hook


 
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-
ZCwFT6cP4Jg/Ta0ElPvuqOI/AAAA
AAAAAOs/dkj2W-
0eybU/s1600/jack-sparrow-
wallpaper.jpg - Johnny Depp in 
Pirates of the Caribbean 
 
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/Van
DiemensLand/pirates/ - Pinterest 
has a wide variety of images of 
pirates including Long John Silver, 
John Gow, Barbossa. 
 

Book: Pirates by B. Williams, 
ticktock media (2006) p. 4-7 
 

 

 

Plenary - show the children an image of the Grace O'Malley 

statue in County Mayo. 

Introduce Grace O'Malley as the focus for this topic. Discuss that 

the Irish spelling is Granuaile. Explain to the children that this 

means 'Grace without hair or bald'. Later, they will find out why 

she was called this. 

Discuss as a class whether Grace O'Malley fits their criteria of a 

pirate. What do you want to know about Grace? Teacher to 

scribe questions and add to a class learning wall. 

https://www.geograph.ie/photo/

3998233 
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http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ZCwFT6cP4Jg/Ta0ElPvuqOI/AAAAAAAAAOs/dkj2W-0eybU/s1600/jack-sparrow-wallpaper.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ZCwFT6cP4Jg/Ta0ElPvuqOI/AAAAAAAAAOs/dkj2W-0eybU/s1600/jack-sparrow-wallpaper.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ZCwFT6cP4Jg/Ta0ElPvuqOI/AAAAAAAAAOs/dkj2W-0eybU/s1600/jack-sparrow-wallpaper.jpg
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/VanDiemensLand/pirates/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/VanDiemensLand/pirates/
https://www.geograph.ie/photo/3998233
https://www.geograph.ie/photo/3998233


 

How will this enquiry help 

children to make progress in 

history? 

The activities focus on encouraging 

children to: 

 Ask and answer questions 

about the past 

 Identify different ways the past 

is represented 

  

How this enquiry might be adapted for children of different ages and 

different abilities? 

There are certain important key ideas that children of all ages and abilities acquire, 

namely:  there are different representations of people in the past (e.g. pirates) 

Younger and/or less able children could demonstrate understanding by: 

 Sorting pictures into two groups (pirate/not pirate) to demonstrate their 

criteria non-verbally 

 Asking and answering a simple question about one of the pictures 

§       



 

 

ENQUIRY 2: What were the main events of Grace O’Malley’s life? 

 

 
LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 

 
KEY CONTENT AND SUGGESTED LESSON IDEAS 

 
SUGGESTED RESOURCES 

 
ASSESSMENT 
CRITERIA 

To sequence 

events from 

Grace’s life 

 

 

Starter - Revisit the image of the statue from the previous lesson. 

Can you remember the name of this person? Show children a 

map of these islands (Britain and Ireland). Identify the location of 

your school and then identify Ireland. Have any of the children 

been to Ireland before?  

Show the location of Clew Bay and Clare Island in County Mayo. 

This is where Grace lived. 

Show on a timeline when Grace lived (16th/17th centuries) and 

count forwards to the present (21st century).  

Main teaching - Tell the story of Grace O’Malley, based on a short 

version of a chosen text, focusing on key points in her life:  

Read the story twice: the first time stopping and explaining the 

differences between then and now, the second time asking 

children to role-play some key scenes.  

Group work - sequence the cards showing events in Grace’s life.  

(Encourage pupils to use sequential language in discussing their 

Map on interactive white board 

Suggested books: 

Granuaile. Chieftain, Pirate, 

Trader (1995) by Mary Moriarty, 

O’Brien Press 

Granuaile. The Life & Times of 

Grace O’Malley (1998) by Anne 

Chambers, Wolfhound Press  

Granuaile. The Pirate Queen 

(2006) by Morgan Llywelyn 

O’Brien, Press 

The story of Grace O’Malley 

(resource 1) 

Sequencing cards (resource 2) 

Can the children 

sequence and retell 

key events from 

Grace's life? 



order e.g. before, after, next, century, 1500s) 

 Plenary - What have you learned about Grace? Where did she 

live? How do we know that she lived a long time ago? Have you 

answered any of the questions from Lesson 1? Review questions 

on the class learning wall. 

  

How will this enquiry help children to 

make progress in history? 

The activities focus on encouraging children 

to: 

 Use common words and phrases relating 

to the passing of time 

 Ask and answer questions, choosing and 

using parts of a story to show knowledge 

and understanding of key features of 

events and where they fit within a 

chronological framework. 

 How this enquiry might be adapted for children of different ages 

and different abilities? 

There are certain important key ideas that children of all ages and abilities 

acquire, namely: ask and answer questions, sequence events, use common 

words and phrases relating to the passing of time, understand where events fit 

within a chronological framework. 

§      Younger and/or less able children could demonstrate understanding by: 

 Having fewer cards to sequence 

 Using more relative time language such as 'before, next, after that'. 

§       

 

 



 

ENQUIRY 3: What happened when Grace met Elizabeth I? 
 
 

 
LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 

 
KEY CONTENT AND SUGGESTED LESSON IDEAS 

 
SUGGESTED RESOURCES 

 
ASSESSMENT 
CRITERIA 

To describe a 

picture from 

the past using 

appropriate 

vocabulary 

 

To understand 

the key features 

of an event 

Starter - Look at the picture of Grace meeting Elizabeth. Which 

phrases do you think apply to Grace and which to Elizabeth I? 

(linen, smock, gown, richly embroidered gown, lace handkerchief, 

weather-beaten face, chalk-like face, large woollen sleeveless 

cloak, sober dress, ornamental style) Why do you think their 

clothes are different?  

Explain to the children the context for the meeting, by recapping 

the story of how Lord Bingham, Elizabeth's governor, had 

imprisoned Grace and taken her lands. Discuss as a class the 

following: what might Grace and Elizabeth have said to each 

other? How might they have felt? 

In groups of four – Pupils complete speech bubbles for Grace and 

Elizabeth and share as a class. Pupils then complete thought 

bubbles for Grace and Elizabeth and share as a class. 

Use drama (‘still image’ and ‘thought tapping’) to reconstruct the 

picture of Grace and Elizabeth. Ask the pupils in pairs to 

reconstruct the conversation between the two women. 

 

Image of meeting: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/

wiki/File:Grace_O%27Malley00.jp

g?uselang=en-gb 

 

 

 

Can pupils use the 
image and the story 
to demonstrate what 
happened when 
Elizabeth met Grace? 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grace_O%27Malley00.jpg?uselang=en-gb
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grace_O%27Malley00.jpg?uselang=en-gb
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grace_O%27Malley00.jpg?uselang=en-gb


 Plenary - Have your views of Grace changed as a result of this 

lesson? How far does Grace fit an image of a typical pirate? 

Discuss with talk partners and share ideas as a whole class. 

  

 

How will this enquiry help children to 

make progress in history? 

The activities focus on encouraging children 

to:  

 develop their understanding of an 

event using a visual source and a 

story. 

 develop an understanding of: 

different ways in which the past is 

represented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How this enquiry might be adapted for children of different ages 

and different abilities? 

There are certain important key ideas that children of all ages and abilities 

acquire, namely: to understand different representations of the past. 

§   

Yo Younger and/or less able children could demonstrate understanding by: 

 Using prompt words for the speech and thought bubbles (e.g. I feel...  

I think...) 

 Using key question words to help form questions: who, what, where, when, 

why, how (e.g. Why have you come to see me?) 

 

 

 



 

ENQUIRY 4: What was it like to live at the time when Grace met Elizabeth 1st? 

 

 
LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 

 
KEY CONTENT AND SUGGESTED LESSON IDEAS 

 
SUGGESTED RESOURCES 

 
ASSESSMENT 
CRITERIA 

To fit people 

and events into 

a chronological 

framework 

To identify 

similarities and 

differences 

between ways 

of life in 

different 

periods 

 

 

Revisit on the timeline when Grace lived (16th/17th centuries) and 

count forwards to the present (21st century). How many hundred 

years ago did Grace live? What can you remember about Grace's 

life?  

Explain that we will be comparing life in the 16th century with life 
today. Show pupils images/artefacts relating to the following 
themes: 

 transport - sailing ship, horse 

 housing -  palaces, cottages 

 heating - open fire 

 clothing - long dresses, natural fabrics 

 communication - letters, ink, quills 

Main activity - pupils to draw two images of each theme; one 
relating to 16th century and one relating to 21st century. 

Optional activity - consider comparing life in the 16th century 

with life at the time of another significant individual previously 

studied in Key Stage 1 (e.g.  Rosa Parks, Boudicca) 

Images of 16th century British 

Isles 

Replica artefacts related to 16th 

century 

Can pupils identify 

similarities and 

differences between 

ways of life in 

different periods? 

Can pupils explain 

how life has changed 

over time? 



 Plenary - ask pupils to explain which aspect of life they think has 
changed the most over time and explain their reasoning for this. 

  

 

How will this enquiry help children to 

make progress in history? 

The activities focus on encouraging children 

to:   

 fit people and events into a chronological 

framework  

 identify similarities and differences 

between ways of life in different periods. 

 

  

How this enquiry might be adapted for children of different ages 

and different abilities? 

There are certain important key ideas that children of all ages and abilities 

acquire, namely: ask and answer questions, use common words and phrases 

relating to the passing of time and understand where events fit within a 

chronological framework. 

§   

Younger and/or less able children could demonstrate understanding by: 

 having fewer themes to compare (e.g. just clothing and transport) 



 

 

ENQUIRY 5: Should we call Grace O’Malley a pirate? 

 

 
LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 

 
KEY CONTENT AND SUGGESTED LESSON IDEAS 

 
SUGGESTED RESOURCES 

 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

To learn about 

different ways 

Grace has been 

represented  

To answer our 

key enquiry 

question  

 

Starter - Thought-shower words you would use to describe Grace 

O’Malley. TA to scribe on the IWB 

Explain to pupils they have been asked to design a front cover and 

write a blurb for a book about Grace. 

Main teaching - Do an internet search for different images of Grace. 

(Note: there are no images from the time she lived and all pictures 

reflect what people imagine she may have looked like). Ask the 

children to decide which image most closely matches their own ideas. 

Which one would you choose as a front cover for the story you heard 

in lesson 2? 

Ask pupils to justify their choice and draw their own picture of Grace. 

Shared writing – model how to write a blurb for the back cover of the 

book as a whole class.  

Individual activity: pupils to write their own blurb for their back cover. 

These could be displayed on the Learning Wall. 

Different images of Grace  

Continuum line (Resource 3) 

Can pupils understand 
how Grace has been 
represented in 
different ways? 
 
Can pupils answer the 
key enquiry and give 
reason(s) for their 
understanding? 



  

Plenary - Look again at the pictures of pirates in Lesson 1 and recall 

your ideas of what pirates were like. Should we call Grace O’Malley a 

pirate? What other words could she be described as? 

Pupils to place their picture of Grace on a continuum line (1 - least 

like, 10 - most like) to justify their decision and explain their 

reasoning.  

Alternatively, pupils could form their own human continuum across 

the class, holding their pictures. 

 

  



 

How will this enquiry help children 

to make progress in history? 

 

The activities focus on encouraging 

children to:  

 discuss different ways the past 

has been represented 

 show their understanding of a 

significant individual from the 

past 

 be able to answer a historical 

question 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How this enquiry might be adapted for children of different ages and 

different abilities? 

There are certain important key ideas that children of all ages and abilities acquire, namely: 

different representations of the past, using sources to ask and answer questions about the 

past. All children should reach a conclusion about whether Grace should be called or pirate 

or not. 

§   

Younger and/or less able children could demonstrate understanding by:  

 using a scaffold for the independent writing activity 

 using a word bank which shows relevant key vocabulary 



By: Paul Bracey, Helen Crawford and Alison Gove-Humphries, with thanks to Professor Patrick Buckland, chair of 'Ireland in Schools’ for his 

support in developing this resource. 

 

 

  


