
2nd September 1666 
A fire starts on pudding land, 
as news of the fire spreads, 
people  escape it’s path. 

Spring 1667 
Rebuilding of     

London begins 

5th September 1666 
The fire starts to burn more  

slowly as the wind dies down. 

26th September 1666 
The fire is finally under control and 
put out. People are left homeless. 

3rd September 1666 
Firefighters try to tackle the fire 

but it spreads quickly. People carry 
their possessions to safety using a 

horse and cart  

4th September 1666 
Houses are pulled down in an   

attempt to stop the fire spreading 
St. Paul’s Cathedral is destroyed.. 

THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 

1666 

Painting showing the Great 
Fire of London from a boat. 

Map showing the spread of the fire. 

Key Vocabulary 

bakery 

London 

River Thames 

diary 

eye-witness 

embers 

fire-hooks 

fire break 

squirt 

flammable 

St. Paul’s Cathedral 

ignite 

timber 

Key Questions and Facts 

When and where did the fire start? Bakery, Pudding Lane, 2nd September 1666 

How  do we know about the Great Fire 

of     London? 

Paintings, eyewitness accounts, newspapers, letters and diaries 

 

Why did the fire spread? City very dry, houses made from wood and close together, strong winds, no fire brigade 

What did people do first? Run away. Escape on boats. Fight fires using: leather buckets, squirts, axes, fire-hooks, gunpowder 

How did the fire stop? It burned for 4 days, wind died down and changed direction 

What were the results of the fire? 6 people died, 13,200 houses destroyed, 70,000 people homeless 

What happened after the fire? Houses built with further apart using brick, fire brigade established streets widened, St. Pauls Cathedral rebuilt 

 

Thomas    Farriner 

A baker. An ember from one of the bak-

ery ovens ignited the fire.  

 

 Samuel Pepys Diary Writer.  

 King Charles II The King of England in 1666. 
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