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The Historical Association’s 
Scheme of Work for Primary History 

 

    Unit X  KS1:  Significant historical events, people and places in their 
own locality (the school and its community) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

About this unit 
 
Children can be introduced to the idea that schools have been in the locality for some time but they have not always been the same.  They can 
look at similarities and differences as well as be introduced to some of the events that affected the schools.  The theme allows children to carry 
out some of their own investigations by using a range of different sources. Above all it allows the children to see some continuity between their 
lives and the past. 
 
 

Unit Structure 
 
This unit is structured around  three sequential history enquiries: 
 

1. Is there any difference between schools today and in the 
time of their parents and grandparents? 

2. Would you prefer to have been in school in the past or 
now? 

3. Were there times in the past when life at school was 
particularly unusual and why was this? 
 

 How this unit links to the new national curriculum for 
primary history 
 
 Key Stage 1 – significant historical events, people and places in 

their own locality. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Enquiry 1: Is there any difference between schools today and in the time of your parents and 
grandparents? 
 
 

LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 
 

 

KEY CONTENT AND SUGGESTED 
LESSON IDEAS 

 

SUGGESTED RESOURCES 
 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

Children should 
learn: 
 

 key vocabulary 
associated 
with schools 
 

 key vocabulary 
associated 
with change 
and 
development 
 

 some features 
of change 
across a 
generation 

 
 

 
 
 
 

What are some of the most 
important things about schools? 
 
Pupils consider a list of features 
associated with schools including the 
relevant vocabulary, e.g. pupils, teachers, 
lessons, classrooms, displays, playground, 
chairs. 
 
Take some images, drawings of different 
parts of the school both inside and 
outside.  Ask them to consider which 
parts look new and which old?  Give 
reasons. 
 
Show a photograph of the school at the 
time of their parents.  Closely observe 
some features which are similar or 
different.  Can they explain some features 
which are no longer there today, e.g. 
blackboard, maybe the absence of 
computers. 
 
Either invite in a parent or use a teacher.  

 
Photograph (s) of the school. 
 
Oral history testimony. 
 
School environment. 
 
 
 

Can the children: 
• use appropriate 

vocabulary and 
terminology 
associated with 
schooling 

• pose questions to 
find out about 
schools in the past 

• distinguish features 
from different ages 

• detect some 
important similarities 
and differences about 
schools across time? 

 



Children devise some questions to ask 
about school in their time, e.g. did they 
have….. 
 
Can they use the information from the 
photograph, their own observations and 
the oral history to make a list of some of 
the main differences and changes. 
 

Children should 
learn: 
 

 key features of 
schools for 3 
different times 

 about some 
sources and 
how they can 
be used to find 
out about the 
past 

 to use their 
own 
knowledge to 
draw 
conclusions 
about the past 

 
 

Was it even more different at the 
time of your grandparents? 
 
 
Outline difference between terms, e.g. 
grandparent and parent.  Produce simple 
sequential timeline possibly adding “great 
grandparents”, “great, great 
grandparents” etc.   
 
Ask them to make predictions about any 
possible changes they might expect, e.g. 
lack of technology, building design, layout 
of classrooms, lessons, strictness.  Ask 
them for reasons for their predictions. 
 
Introduce a small range of evidence going 
beyond previous activity, e.g. 2-3 
photographs, old textbook, pupil exercise 
book. 2-3 extracts from school records 
such as log books, punishment book (with 
sensitivity). 
 
Ask children to make some simple 
deductions on what were some key 
aspects of the school at 3 different 
periods – now, parents and further back.  
Compare different children’s views on 
what they have selected as the main 

 
A range of sources about schools – artefacts, written, 
pictorial. 
 
Timelines.   

Can the children: 
• make inferences from 

sources about 
schools in the past 

• use relevant 
terminology relating 
to generations 

• identify similarities 
and differences 
across 3 different 
dates; 

• select significant 
features about 
schools in the past? 
 



similarities and differences. 
 

Children should 
learn: 
 

 how to 
recognise 
sequence by 
using timelines 

 to make 
realistic  
inferences 
from historical 
information 

 how we know 
about people 
in the past 

 how sources 
can be used to 
answer 
historical 
questions 

How different were schools 100 years 
ago? 
 
Show on a timeline where a century ago 
would have been compared to their 
parents or grandparents time. 
 
Show some images of life locally 100 
years ago (not schools) but aspects such 
as street scenes, homes, family life, 
clothes, industry.  From these images ask 
them to make some suggestions about 
what they might expect schools to be like. 
 
Ask children how they might find out 
about life 100 years ago – gradually 
introduce them to the idea of a range of 
sources such as photographs, written 
records, maps but discuss what would not 
be easily available such as speaking to 
people who remembered it. 
 
Introduce some extracts building on the 
sources of the previous activities, e.g. 
simple extracts from log book, registers, 
punishment books, HMI report, various 
photographs, some artefacts. 
 
Ask them which of the sources gives them 
the best information and why, e.g. was a 
photo better than something written. 
 
Children can be asked to work out some 
questions they might want to ask a pupil 
who was at school at this time?  
 

 
Source material depicting life 100 years ago. 
 
Different sources related to schools 100 years ago 
such as punishment books, log book, pictorial 
evidence, reports, artefacts. 
 
Timelines. 

Can the children: 
 

• show on a timeline 
the sequence of 
generation terms in 
relation to a century 
ago 

• recognise features of 
life 100 years ago 

• use different sources 
to draw conclusions 
about school life 100 
years ago? 
 



From the various evidence they have 
used, draw a picture of a “typical” school 
scene 100 years ago. 
 

Children should 
learn: 
 

 some of the 
main 
differences 
and similarities 
between 
classrooms in 
the past and 
today 

 

Final activity 
 
This final activity provides the children 
with the opportunity to reflect on the 
enquiry.   If a child from 100 years ago 
was suddenly transported into their 
classroom today, what would be the 
things that surprise them most?  Are 
there some things that would not surprise 
them? 
 
Then ask them whether they think there 
were more similarities/differences or 
changes between two different times – 
e.g. between 100 years ago and 
grandparents or between parents and 
now. 
 

 
Use of earlier source material. 
 

Can the children: 
• summarise the key 

similarities between 
100 years ago and 
today 

• compare changes 
over two periods? 

 

How will this enquiry help children to make 
progress in history? 
 
The activities address a number of historical and broader concepts as 
well as an expanding database of knowledge related to schools, a 
timespan of the last 100 years and the locality.  

 Acquisition of specialised vocabulary and terminology; 
 Understanding of aspects of the locality; 
 Historical questions – posing and answering; 
 Sorting material; 
 Making inferences and drawing conclusions; 
 Imagining historical situations and scenes; 
 A sense of chronology; 

 How this enquiry might be adapted for children of 
different ages and different abilities? 
 
There are certain key ideas it is important that children of all ages and abilities 
acquire, namely: 
More able children could demonstrate a more in-depth understanding of this 
society by: 
 

 More independence in using sources of information; 
 Better ability to pose useful historical questions; 
 Being able to draw a wider range of conclusions and inferences; 
 Having a fuller knowledge of schools and the locality; 
 A better sense of time recognising the distinctive features of particular 



 Change and continuity; 
 Comparison and contrast, similarity and difference, variety; 
 An understanding of the nature and use of sources as 

evidence; 
 Communicating historical understanding in different ways 

such as orally, written, drawing. 
 

periods; 
 Greater familiarity with specialist vocabulary; 
 Being more discerning with regard to similarities and differences, 

changed and continuities; 
 Knowing about the evidence used to produce conclusions and the 

usefulness of that evidence. 

 
 
 

Enquiry 2:  Would you prefer to have been at schools now and in the past? 
 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 

 

KEY CONTENT AND SUGGESTED 
LESSON IDEAS 

 

SUGGESTED RESOURCES 
 

ASSESSMENT 
CRITERIA 

Children should learn: 
 

 to ask questions 
about school life in 
the past 

 to reconstruct 
aspects of school life 
from sources 

 to draw conclusions 
about what life was 
like for children in 
the past 
 

 

What must it have been like to be at 
school in the past? 
 
Explain to the children that they are going 
to imagine being at a school a long time 
ago (ideally a time with documents – 
often log books are good for the later 19th 
century).  Ask them to come up with a list 
of aspects they might like to investigate – 
such as buildings, lessons, behaviour.  
Share ideas on whether they have 
covered everything. 
 
Show some pictures of the outside of 
schools at the time.  Ask them what they 
notice and what they might feel going 
into a building like this, e.g. limited 
windows, small playground etc. 
 
Give them a small pack of materials – a 
picture of a classroom, some details of 
lessons, a class group, some punishments.   
Ask them to say what this tells us – e.g. 

 
Various sources on local schools such as photos, log 
book extracts, punishment book extracts, reports, 
artefacts. 
 
 
 

Can the children; 
• ask some useful 

questions for an 
enquiry about 
schools 

• handle different 
sources to 
provide useful 
information about 
schools 

• understand how 
additional sources 
can add to or alter 
earlier opinions? 

 



that classrooms were dark, that pupils at 
rigidly in rows, that there was not much 
equipment, that punishments were given 
out for trivial things. 
 
Give out some more sources, e.g. details 
from log books of absences, lessons, a bit 
of an HMI report, a quill pen.  Ask them 
whether this tells us more about 
classrooms at this time. 
 
Ask them whether they can draw any 
conclusions about lessons, teachers, 
reasons for absence, holidays. 
 
Using the evidence they have, children 
imagine what a typical day may have 
been like.  They can act it out. 
 

Children should learn: 
 

 to make judgements 
based on knowledge 

 to use sources to 
build up a historical 
picture 

 to empathise with 
past people 

 about local patterns 
of education and 
how they have 
changed 

 

What things would you have liked and 
what things would you have disliked 
about schools in the past? 
 
From what they have covered so far, 
make a list of some things they would 
have liked, some things they would not 
mind and some things disliked.  Why have 
they expressed these views? 
 
Look at various sources covering different 
aspects and for each ask the children 
whether they can think of anything 
positive and anything negative.  The 
aspects can include: 

• classroom appearance 
• behaviour 
• teachers 

 
Pictures and written sources about aspects of 
schools. 
 
Artefacts of games. 
 
Maps/plans. 
 

Can the children: 
 

• categorise aspects 
of school life 

• use sources to 
make valid 
inferences – and 
support these 

• imagine how 
artefacts could be 
used 

• plot patterns of 
schools and 
compare then and 
now? 



• holidays 
• lessons 
• clothes worn by pupils and 

teachers 
 
Provide a list of some or all of the local 
schools at this time.  Ask the children to 
investigate whether any are still open 
today (this could be an exercise involving 
parents), whether some have changed 
their name or moved (try to work out 
why), where they were situated (they can 
mark on a simple map).  How does this 
compare to now?  It may be possible to 
walk around and spot some of the sites.  
Have they changed their use, can the 
buildings still be recognised? 
 
Investigate games that children may have 
played in the past.  There may be some 
artefacts that can be available – certainly 
images.  Ask children to recreate these 
games.    
 
Find images depicting different types of 
school, e.g. small village, large urban.  
Would they prefer to have been at a 
particular type? 
 

Children should learn: 
 
 

 to plan a 
presentation on past 
school life 

 to organise 
information using 
different evidence 

Looking in more detail, put together 
a typical day in school in the past. 
 
Bring back together all the pieces of 
evidence they have used for this enquiry.  
Explain that their task is to produce a 
brief television programme about what it 
was like in schools in the past.  They have 

 
Sources previously referred to. 
 
 

Can the children: 
• plan a realistic 

reconstruction of 
a typical past 
school day 

• present findings 
in a logical way 

• make sensible 



to support their 
presentation 

 to judge different 
depictions of past 
school life 

 
 

to put together some interesting material 
about one day in the life of the school. 
 
Ask them what they might want to put in 
their programme.   Suggestions might 
include: 

• pictures of what parts of the 
school looked like 

• some sample lessons 
• the teacher teaching 
• playtime 
• what pupils looked like 
• misbehaviour. 

 
For each part of the programme they 
have to find some evidence/resource that 
can be used to support that programme. 
 
The class can be divided into groups.  
They can share ideas about what they 
have put in their programme and justify 
their programme.  They can also ask 
questions about the other groups, e.g. is 
their programme accurate? 
 

judgements about 
other 
presentations? 

Children should learn: 
 

 through a 
reconstruction, 
knowledge about 
many aspects of 
past school life 

 to reflect on their 
own work and 
compare against 
others 

 

Final activity 
 
Ideally take the children to a museum 
that has a reconstructed schoolroom and 
ask the children to take part in a re-
enactment.  If this is not possible, use 
such a reconstruction using YouTube or a 
similar presentation. 
 
At the end ask them their feelings about 
what life was like as a schoolchild at this 
time and how it compares with life today.  
Also ask them how similar this was to the 

 
 
 

Can the children: 
• play a valid role in 

a re-enactment 
• Judge their own 

work in the light 
of new material? 



programmes they had put together in the 
earlier activity. 
 

 

How will this enquiry help children to make progress 
in history? 
 
The activities address a number of historical and broader concepts as well as 
an expanding database of knowledge related to schools in the locality and 
further afield. These skills and concepts include: 
 

 Acquisition of specialised vocabulary and terminology; 
 Key features of historical periods and situations including making  

judgements and  inferences 
 Historical investigation including research; 
 Organising material; 
 Making inferences and imagining historical situations and choices; 
 Cause and consequence 
 Sequence, change, continuity, progress and development 
 Comparison and contrast, similarity and difference, variety 
 Typicality 
 Recognising and explaining viewpoints 
 Using sources as evidence; 
 Communicating historical understanding in different ways. 

 
 

 How this enquiry might be adapted for children of 
different ages and different abilities? 
 
There are certain key ideas it is important that children of all ages and 
abilities acquire, namely: 
 
Older and/or more able children could demonstrate a more in-depth 
understanding of past schools by: 
 

 More independence in carrying out investigations including posing 
their own questions and organising their work; 

 Greater familiarity with specialist vocabulary; 
 Knowing about a greater database of relevant and precise  local 

and national information including the significant feature and 
issues, chronology and changes and vocabulary/terminology; 

 Being better at explaining why things were as they were; 
 Better recognition of alternative views and the tentative nature of 

conclusions; 
 Showing greater insights when making comparisons and contrasts; 
 Knowing about the evidence used to produce conclusions and the 

usefulness of that evidence; 
 Understanding how the local situation is typical of the wider 

picture. 
 

 

 

Enquiry 3:  Were there times in the past when life at school was particularly unusual and why was this? 
 
 

LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 
 

 

KEY CONTENT AND SUGGESTED 
LESSON IDEAS 

 

SUGGESTED RESOURCES 
 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 



Children should learn: 
 

 about wars 
affecting 20th 
century Britain 

 how wars 
impacted on 
society 

 to extract 
evidence from a 
range of 
sources 

 

How would you expect schools to 
be different when there was a war 
on? 
 
Children share ideas on what 
differences are likely to result when a 
country is in a war – possibly drawing 
on current information such as families 
split, shortages etc.  Discuss how this 
may affect schools. 
 
Have they any knowledge about wars 
affecting Britain – they may recall 
images of World War I and 2 on 
television or talking to adults. 
 
Show them some images and brief 
information about wartime Britain, e.g. 
evacuation, blitz, air raid shelters, 
soldiers going abroad, blackouts, 
rations.  Can they draw any conclusions 
about how some of this might affect 
schools? 
 
Show on a timeline the sequence of 
World War 1 and 2 in relation to other 
activities in this enquiry. 
. 

 
Sources showing aspects of World War 1 and II. 
 
Timeline sequence. 
Possibly oral testimony. 

Can the children: 
• demonstrate 

knowledge of wartime 
conditions 

• make inferences on 
how war affected 
children 

• recognise when Britain 
was affected by war? 

Children should learn: 
 

 that wars have 
an impact on 
people 

 how to use 
evidence to 
look at war on 
children 

 how the locality 

What was different in schools 
when there was a war on? 
 
Show some evidence about schools in 
wartime, e.g. photos, memories, log 
book extracts, information about bomb 
damage or evacuation.   
 
Ask children whether they can spot any 

 
A range of sources on life in the two world wars 
 
Source extracts related to wartime in schools. 

Can the children: 
• work out some of the 

effects that wars had 
un people 

• use evidence to draw 
conclusions about the 
war on schools locally 

• separate the local 
impact of war locally 



compared with 
some other 
places 

 

differences between the experiences of 
children at this time and other periods 
they have covered, e.g. gas masks, new 
intakes through evacuation, the school 
producing food for the troops.  Ask 
children to separate the sources about 
the locality from that further afield.   
Ask them to make deductions if the war 
was likely to have had more effect 
locally than in some other places.  Can 
they give reasons? 
 
Read some stories about life in 
wartime.  Then ask children to imagine 
going to school in wartime – what 
worries might they have had which did 
not exist at other times, how might 
they have noticed things as different.  
World they have been excited or 
worried? 
 

compared to some 
other places? 

 

Children should learn: 
 

 to use prior 
knowledge to 
identify some 
events and 
their impact 

 to give a reason 
or two for 
possible impact 

 to sequence 
events on a 
simple timeline 

Are there other times when you 
think life at school may have been 
more unusual? 
 
Ask the children to make some 
educated guesses on what type of 
things might affect how well local 
schools might function, e.g. closure of 
local industry, people moving, school 
buildings not safe, another school being 
built, teachers leaving. 
 
Give them a list of possible events 
affecting the locality.  From the list they 
have to decide which would probably 
make a difference to the school and 
which not very much.  Give reasons. 

 
Event sheet showing some key events in the locality. 
 
Proforma timeline. 
 

Can the children: 
• identify some events 

that might have 
affected the local 
school in the past 

• give simple reasons 
how an event could 
affect a school 

• place events on a 
timeline? 



 
From the material provided, ask the 
children to place in sequence on a 
timeline. 
 

Children should learn: 
 

 to recall 
similarities and 
differences 
across periods 
covered by the 
enquiry 

 to identify 
features of 
schooling for 
different time.  

 

Final activity 
 
Ask them to think back across all the 
information they have learnt about 
schools.  Ask each to pick out 3 
differences and similarities between 
schools in the past and today. 
 
Divide into small groups.  Ask each 
group to remember one feature of 
school life from one of the time periods 
of this enquiry – now, parents, 
grandparents, 100 years, war.  They 
name this feature to the rest of the 
class.  The other groups have to work 
out which of the time periods the 
feature/event belongs to. 
 
Ask them to come to a final judgement 
about which times they would most like 
to have gone to school. 
 

 
 
 

Can the children: 
• identify similarities and 

differences affecting 
schools 

• identify distinctive 
features of schooling 
across different time 
periods 

• provide a valid 
judgement on the 
quality of schooling? 

 

How will this enquiry help children to make progress 
in history? 
 
The activities address a number of historical and broader concepts as well as 
an expanding database of knowledge related to schools in the locality and 
further afield. These skills and concepts include: 
 

 Acquisition of specialised vocabulary and terminology; 

 How this enquiry might be adapted for children of 
different ages and different abilities? 
 
There are certain key ideas it is important that children of all ages and 
abilities acquire, namely: 
 
Older and/or more able children could demonstrate a more in-depth 
understanding of this society by: 



 Key features of historical periods and situations including making 
summaries, judgements and generalisations; 

 Historical investigation from different sources; 
 Making inferences and drawing conclusions; 
 Placing the local in a wider context; 
 Cause and consequence; 
 Sequence, change, continuity, progression and development; 
 Comparison and contrast, similarity and difference, variety; 
 Refining ideas in the light of evidence, 
 Communicating historical understanding in different ways. 

 
 

 
 More independence in carrying out investigations including posing 

their own questions and organising their work; 
 Knowing about a greater database of relevant and precise  local 

and national information including the significant features and 
issues, chronology and changes and vocabulary/terminology; 

 Being better at drawing conclusions and substantiating them with 
evidence; 

 Being better at explaining why things were as they were; 
 Showing greater insights when making comparisons and contrasts; 
 Knowing about the evidence used to produce conclusions; 
 Wider but focused structured imagination. 

 
 


