
Local History– schools over time. 

Key Vocabulary 

Pupils, 

Teachers 

Chairs 

Displays 

Playground 

Class room 

Black boards 

Smart boards 

Text books 

Environment 

Separation 

Behaviour 

Resources 

Building layout 

Technology 

Uniforms 

 

Key Questions and Facts 

What is important about 

schools? 

Schools are important as it’s a place where children learn key facts to help them in later life. 

 

Is there a difference between 

your parents time at school? 

Terminology changed– Didn’t include EYFS or any of the Key Stages.  It was called Infant, junior, 

middle and high school. 

Pupils who behaved well, were given special classroom ‘monitor’ jobs, including ‘Bell Ringer’, ‘Ink 

Monitor’ and ‘Blackboard Monitor’. 

Is there a difference between 

your grandparents time at 

school? 

Children wrote on dark slate with a white squeaky, chalky 'slate pencil'. They had to spit on the 

slates to rub out mistakes. 

Older children wrote in 'copybooks‘ with wooden ‘dip pens’. These had metal nibs they had to dip 

again and again into china pots of ink in a hole in their desk called ‘inkwells’. 

How different were schools 

100 years ago? 

Boys and girls were separate. Behaviour expectations have changed– children had to stand up 

when an adult entered the room.  

There were strict punishments for children. No one wanted to be the ‘class dunce’ – this would 

mean sitting in the corner wearing the dunce's cap. The tall pointed paper hat usually had the letter 

'D' or the word 'Dunce' written on it, which meant  ‘stupid person'. 

Has the layout of buildings 

changed? 

School children sat on benches behind their own wooden desks. Sometimes, five children had to 

squeeze onto a bench made for two  

Classrooms were very big and had no carpet. There was a single coal-fuelled iron stove at the front 

near the teacher, but children at the back would often be very cold! 


