
 

 

 

What’s new? 
This year, our library has gone through a massive 

new change, making our space much more 
enjoyable to be in and filled with fantastic new 

books.  
 

We have invested in old classics and new award 
winning books, meaning that anything you could 

possibly want to read is available.  
 

Things to remember 
Every class has an hour in the library each week. 

Please ensure children are returning the books so 
they are able to take new ones out. 

If you have any questions or queries, ask your 
child’s class teacher.  

If you would like to see what books we have 
available, use the school library website: 

https://www.readingcloud.net/?site=U006952 
 

Recommended by Tilly, one of our 
student librarians 

Tom Gates: A Tiny Bit Lucky by 

Liz Pichon 

 
“This book is really funny and has lots of great 
pictures in it.” 

Recommended by Myzouria, 
one of our student librarians 

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie 

Blackman 
 
“This is a really interesting 

book that is different from 
anything else I have ever read.” 
 

Recommended by Miss 

Benson 

The Jolly Postman by 

Janet and Allen Ahlberg 
“One of my favourite books 

growing up was ‘The Jolly 
Postman’. I loved opening 

up the letters from each of the fairytale characters. 
This book is an Early Years classic for a reason and 

a must read!” 

Recommended by Miss Sunderland 

The Day the Crayons Quit by 

Drew Daywalt 
“I really enjoy reading this story 
to my class. I like to read the 

story without showing the 
pictures for the children to guess 

which crayon the letter is from. I love the attitude 
from the different crayons and how sassy they can 

be.” 
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Our Top Picks of Books that Celebrate Difference 

This half term, our focus has been on celebrating difference in PSHE. Here is a selection of books in our 

library that look at celebrating difference in an inspiring way. 

 The Journey by Francesca Sanna 
 

This beautifully illustrated picture book introduces 
a powerful and moving perspective on migration 

for readers of all ages. Told through the eyes of a 
young girl, the story explores the unimaginable 

decisions made as a mother and her two children 
are forced to flee their home and everyone they 

know to escape the turmoil of war. 
 

Perfectly Norman by Tom Percival  
 
Norman had always been perfectly normal . . . until the 
day he grew a pair of wings! 

 
Norman loves his new wings, and has the most 
fun ever trying them out high in the sky. But then he 

has to go in for dinner. What will his parents think? 

What will everyone else think? Norman feels the 
safest plan is to cover his wings with a big coat. 

 
But hiding the thing that makes you different 

proves tricky and upsetting. Can Norman ever truly 
be himself? 

 

 

The Boy At the Back of the Class by Onjali 

Rauf 
 
Told with heart and humour, The Boy at the Back 

of the Class is a child's perspective on the refugee 
crisis, highlighting the importance of friendship and 
kindness in a world that doesn't always make sense. 
 
 

 

Julian at the Wedding by Jessica Love 
 
Julian and his nana are attending a wedding. Better 
yet, Julian is in the wedding along with his cousin 

Marisol. When wedding duties are fulfilled and 

with a new dog friend in tow, the pair takes off to 
roam the venue, exploring everywhere from 

underneath tables to enchanting willow trees to ... 
muddy puddles? After all, it wouldn’t be a wedding 

without fun, laughter and a little magical mischief. 
With ingenuity and heart, author-illustrator Jessica 

Love tells a charming story of friendship, 
acceptance and celebration. 

 



Letter from an Author 

 

Hi Clapgate Primary School, 

My name is Sally Doherty and I’m the author of 
Toby and the Silver Blood Witches, suitable for age 

9-12. 

It’s about a twelve-year-old boy called Toby who is a 

young carer. Since his mum fell ill two years ago, he 

has forgotten how to enjoy life and just wants to stay 
at home and look after her. But mysterious things are 

happening in the building behind his garden hedge. 

And then a strange woman with a broken broom and 
a pet bat crash-lands in his attic. Toby becomes 

entangled in a magical adventure where he discovers 
a secret city in the sky and he uncovers a sinister plot 

to experiment on witches. And along the way, he 

learns how to laugh again. 

I live in Surrey, south-east England, with my husband and three-legged rescue dog called 

Jasper. I suffer from ME which is the same illness as Toby’s mum. This means that I have to 
spend most of my time stuck at home. However, it also means that I have a lot of time to 

think up new stories and work through the plots. I’m currently writing the sequel to Toby 

and the Silver Blood Witches which is due out in 2022. 

If you ever read my books, I would love to hear from you! You can get in touch via my 

website www.sallydohertyauthor.com. You can also see some wonderful illustrations of my 

characters there – Toby, Witch Bumble and Witch Willow. There’s even Barnaby the bat – 
the witches call him a fluttermouse. In fact, the witches use lots of different words. What do 

you think are summer sniffles, morph munchies and sparking hiccups? You’ll have to read 

Toby and the Silver Blood Witches to find out! 

Sally 

 

Find this book in our library in the Fantasy section. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy some at home reading and take part in the winter mini reading challenge: 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/winter-mini-challenge-2021 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/winter-mini-challenge-2021


 

 


